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CIA’s Oil Man 




f^.:Xfl»OBSOKS?3EJWy 


JAMES A. WECHSLIR 


For butter or for worse. John McCone will lx? the tiefe ^at 
director of (he Central Intelligence Agency. That has been settl eo jO 
by the Senate, with 14 dissenters. . . JvgBg 

Perliaps he will confound all our apprehensions. Men hives 
risen unexpectedly to large occasions before. 

But a tending of the transcript of the hearings and thg&J 
Scr no debate which preceded his confirmation cah only evoke 'a g e 
.sense of mingled disbelief and despair. • w TafiK 

* H- * '£Wk 

This comment is only partly stirred by the ronfllct-©f-hrtett*st^pjf 
(|ues:!.-ii.^ solid ly and thoughtfully raised by Sens. McCatiny .PtS« 
.M'mncHVa. Clark of Pennsylvania and Margaret Chase 8rili»F 
of Maim McCone is the second largest stockholder in Standard!? 
Oil of California; in all the tangled affairs of the Middle Easy* 1 
in which CIA must inevitably be involved, there is a real 
lion whether what is good for oil is good for the world. Tt is anj;* 
niy Ini hat Mr. McCone would' cynically put personal proMy 
above . 1 1 ior.ii 1 welfare or human survival. ■* 


|- • ~ ■ ••• • ’ v ' - 

glti bitmmary (lien. >lr. Iteiuiedy hits* appointed to 

position u ii'/e.i wlio.'Jvvltj. ajinoM djsannin, 

stiwsss his tot -d ho i. ot backgrpuijdiapd 'experience. - 

Eyhe negi- etdi to d^euss aueH'f||nt|prx. when he 


IS’viewed id • '• job. Would Stahdard Oil ul Ca 
JjpUiy ljtx hi • tv . Sts.gr a top oxectitlvc? Is the CIA 
wXo daring r ixniise in onthor job training? 

Kevenhi a v the face of the recorder hon-rec 
gftUhgton, Javti'-.n, Khsseil and others ardently can-id) 
|ji;ier. They \\> ' ■ impatient with those was akk.-ci 
wtor why ., . - p • 

■■{• -V * ■ 

Who *.ponsn:<\l McCone's nomination behind tjie s< 
i»eh. Mi-Cji ; by -,iys there are "three or fopr xturies" 
igins ot tl - n e; the :<iea is variously attributed i 
etmedy, n. MnwHl Taylor. Allen Dulles and Cllnto 


Ider in Standard!? Sen. Mi-Cji hy -ays there are "three or fopr >t 
tlie Middle Eaaii . lginx til tl ■■ n e; the idea is variously attrl 
e is a real qusjftfvil'teiinedy. ft. n. Maw e!| Taylor. Allen Dulles and 
* world. Tt is itbifson. Xone i ■ , u.uci pride of authorship. V 


n,v 1 1 a i -hat Mr. McCone would' cynically put personal proMX The most o. - . theory I can evolve is that Prcsid. 
ab'.A o , ,dor..d welfare or human survival. , c S" tasty, atutig 1- me debacle of Cuba, decided that wl 

-p question is whether the attitudes of a conxcrvaU^MiiyHnitry W'H - <i director of intelligence with .-a. cior 
It'-puinicau so steeped in the business of oil will be helpful, lift ,,*** »to!.-k'-<«v, i.'.igc and nonexperiercc in the field, 
the .ifthing turmoil of this area of .poor people and ffrom’'"---!- Tlv wv> .,oko around Washington is tha^ If lx now t 
,, v . , , '1 had a :-«.it .ry • -hate who could swear that lie ha< 

: , , i v 1 tie eoucu-ned, too, about the intemperate, selClight-^A^en yv. u! iie . -.m.iry. . 

< t„ : i , ; c iiis rev pooct 1 to a statement issued in October, 1950iS • . " /' " H of > lv -dfair will not quickly stibsidV Sen, 

pi ••i.ifeysors at me. California Institute of Technology sup-T* fm n t ns rem ::ctl from Punta del Kstc resolvetf to 


.,<,ke around Washington is tha^ If is now \ 
it.ry f -oate who could swear lhat lie ha« 
in* i -.miry. 

n ■- of ibr affair will not quickly .subside. Sen. 
ns rent red from Punta del Kstc resolveB to i 


po .-i hi- vi.-u Su-venvin’s call for C. S. initiative on the; banning' 1 ! fnafor n on w.wt lie views as the deling uendesNt 
of li ,a„: i tests Mr McCone.was a trustee at CalTech— andM,«V* preparation for that Conference. b. 

jVoub'i an partisan, lie 'prompt tv blasted the statement,' cd&3&. ■ St ‘ n - Ku.brig.'u is reported planning new hearings on va 
in' urea rily simple-minded tones, the language of tho ;: U*^f rwposo!-. Jot* .Congressional exploration of CIA's past - an 
Hi< i hoi • » r ! < ** as Sen. McCarthy observed, indicated; Controls on its future, 
a-iim -.t .-.-.mrnitmunt to a preconceived position in this Ufo-aWS .. Meanwhile, .et us pray and perhaps ask why an Adnm. 
death area'. Can he be relied upon for. objective guidance inj.tfaf ^owded with intelligence should display such app 

l it ii debate on resumption of atmospheric tests? h * , ‘°' Ua,,<y ln p ‘ c ^' ir "_ ils c - ue ^ ol ntelligei.ee. 


Vet neither of these matters seems quite ns decisive" a$ 
ceil »(juy at the hch);in^s; _ 

Sen. Smith: . . . It is my recollection, Mr. McCone, tnar\ . 
all of your predecessors had some prior training or experienced, r 
in the field of intelligence prior to their appointmawf as 
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, Wilf you t#fl the e6nyT . 
mittee what training of experience you had Sn the field 
fclligence t>ri°r to your appointment to that position? ' 

Mr. McCone: None. • ■ ' ji ‘ 

Sen. Smith: In view of your lack of training and 
in the field of intelligence, you are unique, ^re yog not, in 
parison with all of your predecessors. 

Mr. McCone: I do not know that because I do not kpov<. f j; 
the experience of' my predecessors. . - ' 

Sen. Smith: What then makes you feel that you afe j ;,wJJ , ^C£ i 
ably and adequately qualified to -be the Director of .thie' 
tral Inielligence Agoncy when you have had no exporiooC* ( ;j®&.J’ 
training in the field of intelligence? . ■Tf * 

Mr. McCono: I think, Senator, that that was a ; queHi<^^, 
decided by others than I . . . ■ 

Son, Smith: Was there not some question in- 
about your qualifications? ; 

Mr. McCone: A very serious one. 

Sen. Smith: Did you not raise such a, question 
President and others with whom you talked? . j 

Mr. McCone: I raised it in my own conscience, naturfHy! . 
Vilh rny wife. Yes. . ■ r:'®®'-- -■ 

Sen. Smith: But rot w J -h the President? -- 

Mr. McCone No; I did not raise it with tho President, V 


V'iiri my wife 


i d not it with tho Presiognt# i v 
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